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of Fortune 500 companies now manu-
facturing in Mexico is unquestioned.

Mr. President, I have long believed
that New Mexico and other border
states are uniquely poised to create the
focal point of North American trade
with South America. I agree with The
Economist observation that ‘“‘America’s
Latinos are rapidly becoming one of its
most useful resources.” I predict that
English Plus Spanish will be one of the
major marketable skills for the next
century.

In conclusion, I would like my col-
leagues to see the shallowness of
thought behind the idea that ‘‘English
Only”’ should be the wave of the future.
If we want to miss our best potential
markets in Mexico, Central America,
and South America, then ‘‘English
Only” should be our intent. If we want
to become a more powerful cultural
and economic American force in the
world—including both North and South
America into the meaning of ‘“Amer-
ica’’—then we should adopt ‘‘English
Plus’ as approach.

As stated in our resolution, ‘‘English
Plus” includes many if not all of the
languages of the world. No one disputes
the importance of English as the lead-
ing language of science, technology,
the internet, finance, and diplomacy.
By acknowledging our heightened
abilities through the addition of other
languages to our national strengths,
the United States will benefit greatly
by expanding its cultural life and eco-
nomic potential through the applica-
tion of the notion of ‘‘English Plus”
other languages of the world.

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I rise
today with my several of my colleagues
from the Hispanic Task Force to sub-
mit a Resolution on English-Plus. This
resolution is intended to express the
importance of the English language in
our society, PLUS the importance of
knowing, understanding and speaking
other languages in addition to English.

As a member of the Hispanic Task
Force, I have been working closely
with my colleagues, Senators DOMENICI
and HATCH, in developing this resolu-
tion. Many of our colleagues may be
curious to know what we mean when
we say ‘“‘English Plus.” ‘“‘English-Plus”’
reflects our firm belief that all mem-
bers of our society need to recognized
and understand the importance of
being fluent in English, Plus one or
more additional languages.

Everyone agrees that all Americans
must be fluent in English in order to
succeed in today’s society. Not only is
English the common language of our
nation, it is also the most popular and
widely used language internationally
in the areas of finance, trade, tech-
nology, diplomacy and entertainment.
This is why it is critical that we con-
tinue encouraging all members of our
society to be fluent in the English lan-
guage.

However, I believe it is equally im-
portant for each of us to encourage all
members of our society to study and
develop an understanding of, if not a
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fluency, in one or more languages in
addition to English. Individuals who
have the capability to communicate in
multiple languages have access to a
wealth of opportunities economically,
socially, professionally and personally.

Encouraging our citizens to be bilin-
gual or multilingual serves as a tre-
mendous resource to the United States,
because it enhances our competitive-
ness in global markets by enabling
communication and cross-cultural un-
derstanding while trading and con-
ducting international business. In addi-
tion, multilingualism enhances our na-
tion’s diplomatic efforts and leadership
role on the international front by fos-
tering greater communication and un-
derstanding between nations and their
people.

Foreign language skills also serve as
a powerful tool for promoting greater
cross-cultural understanding between
the multitude of racial and ethnic
groups in our country. One in five
Americans will be of Hispanic descent
by the year 2030. According to the 1990
Census, Spanish is the second most
widely used language in the world. It is
my firm belief that developing a great-
er knowledge of the Spanish language
will benefit the economic and cultural
interests of our entire country. Being
proficient or fluent in languages be-
sides English, combined with an under-
standing of various cultures, will sig-
nificantly enhance communication and
understanding between the various ra-
cial and ethnic groups in our country.

This resolution highlights the impor-
tance of implementing policies in our
country which support and encourage
all Americans to master English, plus
one or more other languages of the
world. It is critical that we continue
supporting policies and programs
which stress the importance of English
but we should also encourage all Amer-
icans to study, learn and familiarize
themselves with the languages of many
other cultures.

I urge the Senate to adopt this reso-
lution, which sends a clear message to
our citizens and the people of the world
that Americans are committed to en-
couraging proficiency in English as
well as other international languages.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 237T—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE REGARDING THE SITUA-
TION IN INDONESIA AND EAST
TIMOR

Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself, Mr.
REED, Mr. MOYNIHAN, Mr. KOHL, Mr.
KENNEDY, Mr. HARKIN, and Mr.
WELLSTONE) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:
S. RES. 237

Whereas recent political turmoil and eco-
nomic failure in Indonesia have endangered
the people of that country and fomented in-
stability in the region;

Whereas President Suharto has properly
responded to this crisis by resigning, after 32
years in office, the presidency of Indonesia in
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accordance with Indonesia’s constitutional
processes;

Whereas Indonesia is now embarking on a
new era that is ripe for political and eco-
nomic reform;

Whereas in 1975 Indonesia invaded, and
since that time has illegally occupied, East
Timor claiming the lives of approximately
200,000 East Timorese;

Whereas Indonesia has systematically
committed human rights abuses against the
people of East Timor through arbitrary ar-
rests, torture, disappearances, extra-judicial
executions, and general political repression;

Whereas 8 United Nations General Assem-
bly and 2 United Nations Security Council
resolutions have reaffirmed the right of the
people of East Timor to self-determination;

Whereas Bishop Carlos Filipe Ximenes
Belo and Jose Ramos-Horta, who were
awarded the 1996 Nobel Peace Prize for their
courageous contribution to the East Timor-
ese struggle, have called for a United Na-
tions-sponsored referendum on self-deter-
mination of the East Timorese;

Whereas President Clinton in a letter
dated December 27, 1996, expressed interest
in the idea of a United Nations-sponsored
referendum on self-determination in East
Timor;

Whereas the United States cosponsored a
1997 United Nations Human Rights Commis-
sion Resolution calling for Indonesia to com-
ply with the directives of existing United Na-
tions resolutions regarding East Timor; and

Whereas present circumstances provide a
unique opportunity for a resolution of the
East Timor question: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that the President should—

(1) encourage the new political leadership
in Indonesia to institute genuine democratic
and economic reforms, including the estab-
lishment of an independent judiciary, civil-
ian control of the military, and the release
of political prisoners;

(2) encourage the new political leadership
in Indonesia to promote and protect the
human rights and fundamental freedoms of
all the people of Indonesia and East Timor;
and

(3) work actively, through the United Na-
tions and with United States allies, to carry
out the directives of existing United Nations
resolutions on East Timor and to support an
internationally supervised referendum on
self-determination.

SEC. 2. The Secretary of the Senate shall
transmit a copy of this resolution to the
President.

e Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, over
the past few days, the world has
watched in disbelief as Indonesia has
unraveled. Barely two days ago, in re-
sponse to mounting domestic and
international pressure, President
Suharto, Indonesia’s authoritarian
ruler for 32 years, announced his res-
ignation. For the moment, power has
been transferred to Suharto’s longtime
confidant, the former Minister of Re-
search and Technology, Vice President,
B.J. Habibie.

Mr. President, it is too soon to tell
whether this transition will satisfy the
demands of the students and other In-
donesians who have been protesting
Suharto’s rule for the past three
months. To be honest, I doubt it. These
students want real political reform,
and I believe all of Indonesia’s people
deserve such reform.

I hope Indonesia’s new leadership will
exercise restraint during this period of
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transition, and will use the present cir-
cumstances to enact policies that ap-
propriately address the needs of all In-
donesians.

At the same time, I think these cir-
cumstances present a unique oppor-
tunity to deal with one of Indonesia’s
most vexing problems, and one that I
have been actively engaged in since be-
fore I joined the Senate—the question
of the political status of East Timor.

Mr. President, today my colleague
from Rhode Island [Mr. REED] and I are
submitting a resolution encouraging a
solution to the political status of East
Timor. This resolution is similar to H.
Con. Res. 258, introduced in the House
of Representatives by Rep. NITA LOWEY
and others.

This resolution says simply: the
United States should support an inter-
nationally supervised self-determina-
tion referendum in East Timor.

Indonesia has sustained a brutal
military occupation of East Timor for
more than 20 years, and thousands of
East Timorese have lost their lives as a
result. Human rights organizations
from around the world, as well as our
own State Department, continue to re-
port substantial human rights viola-
tions by the Indonesian military—in-
cluding arbitrary arrest and detention,
curbs on freedom of expression and as-
sociation, and the use of torture and
summary killings of civilians.

Immediately after the Indonesian oc-
cupation of East Timor in 1975, and
again in 1976, the United Nations Secu-
rity Council called for Indonesia to
withdraw from the region and called
for the recognition of East Timorese
self-determination. From 1976 to 1982,
the U.N. General Assembly adopted
eight separate resolutions calling for
the withdrawal of Indonesian armed
forces from the territory. In the past
few years, several nations, including
the European Union and the Australian
Senate, have delivered strong state-
ments condemning the actions of the
Indonesian government in East Timor
and calling for a process of self-deter-
mination.

As you know, Bishop Carlos Ximenes
Belo, co-winner with Jose Ramos Horta
of the 1996 Nobel Peace Prize, has long
called for the self-determination of his
people and reiterated his plea for a
self-determination referendum imme-
diately after receiving news of his
Nobel prize.

Even President Clinton, who has not
engaged on this issue in the past, ex-
pressed interest in the idea of a United
Nations-sponsored self-determination
referendum in a December 1996 letter
to me.

Mr. President, as we know, although
the larger political crisis in Indonesia
has been brewing for sometime now,
events of recent days have taken on a
surreal intensity. Since the early part
of this year, there had been relatively
peaceful protests taking place largely
in Jakarta, the capital. For the most
part, these demonstrations were led by
students and confined to university
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campuses. But while the protests were
triggered in response to the economic
turmoil caused by the larger financial
crisis in Asia, they quickly gave voice
to political dissent of a sort not seen in
Indonesia for decades. As the students
slowly realized they had a political
voice, they began to speak out more
forcefully, and the demonstrations in-
creased—moving out to more cities and
spilling off of the campuses.

Now, the situation has become dan-
gerous, fatal for some, as widespread
riots and looting have spread across
Jakarta and elsewhere. The economy is
nearing a standstill and the military is
beginning to show signs of stress and
fracture. Reports of the dead and in-
jured continue to grow. Hundreds of
people have been arrested.

And of course no one really knows
what to expect during the unfolding po-
litical drama of Indonesia.

This crisis clearly has affected all of
Indonesia and will have serious impli-
cations for the country’s future, but I
am particularly concerned about the
impact of these recent events on East
Timor.

As my colleagues well know, I have
been monitoring the situation in East
Timor for more than six years. What
particularly worries me now, given this
larger political crisis, are reports of in-
creasing numbers of troops in some of
East Timor’s major cities. This is ex-
tremely destabilizing, coming on the
heels of a dire humanitarian situation
on that captive island because of poor
access to food.

The resolution Senator REED and I
are submitting today is important at
this time because it is clear that what-
ever happens in Jakarta over the next
weeks and months will no doubt have
profound implications for political and
military development in East Timor.
The great irony of the latest crisis in
Indonesia is that it may actually
present us with an opportunity once
and for all to help the people of East
Timor exercise their right to self-de-
termination. Habibie, or any other
leader that succeeds him—through le-
gitimate means or by brutal coup—will
have to reevaluate Indonesia’s rela-
tionship with East Timor. It is my sin-
cere hope that any successor will rec-
ognize that Indonesia’s brutal occupa-
tion of the territory is entirely
unsustainable and will look to the nat-
ural solution of a self-determination
referendum to help determine East
Timor’s political status.

Mr. President, the East Timorese de-
serve the support of people of con-
science all over the world, and the
United States should use it world lead-
ership position on their behalf. The
United States should begin imme-
diately to encourage the process of
self-determination in both Indonesia
and in East Timor.

It is long overdue.®
e Mr. REED. Mr. President, I am proud
to join with my colleague from Wis-
consin, Senator FEINGOLD, submitting
this resolution which addresses the un-
folding events in Indonesia.
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On Thursday, President Suharto re-
signed his position after leading Indo-
nesia for thirty-two years. His action
was a response to civil unrest and eco-
nomic turmoil which reached a cre-
scendo in the past few weeks. President
Suharto is to be commended for heed-
ing the call of the Indonesian people
for change, for avoiding further blood-
shed, and for permitting a change of
leadership in accordance with the con-
stitutional processes of Indonesia.

Now, it is time for change. The peo-
ple of Indonesia and the world have
called for it. The United States should
do everything in its power to encour-
age and support the new political lead-
ership of Indonesia to implement re-
forms.

Most importantly, we are on the
threshold of the chance to resolve the
question of East Timor. In 1975, Indo-
nesia invaded East Timor. For over two
decades that land has been wracked by
fear, suppression, torture and death.
Approximately one third of the popu-
lation has been killed. The United Na-
tions has called again and again for a
just, comprehensive and internation-
ally acceptable solution in East Timor,
but to no avail.

Mr. President, we must seize this op-
portunity. The oppression of East
Timor must end. The people of East
Timor have a right to self-determina-
tion. They, and the people of Indonesia,
deserve to live securely in economic,
political and physical freedom.

Against overwhelming odds, the peo-
ple of Indonesia and East Timor have
bravely fought for their rights and
caused a powerful leader to resign. The
United States if obligated to support
them and encourage the new leadership
of Indonesia to institute genuine demo-
cratic and economic reforms, promote
and protect the human rights of the
citizens, and respect the right of the
people of Bast Timor to self-determina-
tion. I join Senator FEINGOLD in urging
the Senate to adopt this resolution.e

—————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED

IRAN MISSILE PROLIFERATION
SANCTIONS ACT OF 1998

LEVIN AMENDMENT NO. 2444

Mr. LEVIN proposed an amendment
to the bill (H.R. 2709) to impose certain
sanctions on foreign persons who trans-
fer items contributing to Iran’s efforts
to acquire, develop, or produce ballistic
missiles; as follows:

On page 2, beginning on line 15, strike out
“August 8, 1995—"’, and insert in lieu thereof
“January 22, 1998—".

On page 6, beginning on line 24, strike out
“August 8, 1995—"’, and insert in lieu thereof
“January 22, 1998—"°.
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